
 

 

April 2022 

Just as we had some goodbyes last 
month, this month we say goodbye 
to Kathryn Kerr at Easter after 30 
years service with RCN. She will be 
sorely missed but we wish her all 
the best in her retirement. We 
welcome Kevin Traynor who will be 
replacing Kathryn.  He can be 
contacted at 
kevin@ruralcommunitynetwork.org.  
 

We would also like to 
congratulate Emma McAleer, the 
project coordinator on the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund 
Ours to Share programme, on the 
birth of her baby boy, Cahir.  
Nigel McKinney is stepping into 
that role during Emma’s 
maternity leave.  He can be 
contacted at 

 

nigel@ruralcommunitynetwork.org  
 
 
 
 
Investing in Community 
leadership April and May 
courses and workshops via 
Zoom and face to face are 
now open for registration. 
 
Introduction to 
Stakeholder Engagement Toolkit 
Tuesday 12th April Time: 11:30 am – 12:30pm 
To register https://forms.gle/qm2WDMoxBEFPyARS7 
 

Handling Conflict (in Groups, Meetings, 
organisations etc)   
11th and 12th May 2022 Time: 9am - 5pm in Fermanagh 
House, Enniskillen 
To register https://forms.gle/82hRNiYj2B8Vj1837 
 
Courses are facilitated by Conor McGale and Diane Greer 

On the evening of Thursday 24th March, RCN celebrated 
the conclusion of our year long programme called "100 
Years of Change – Rural Shared 
History 
Programme". RCN received an 
investment of £35,000 for the 
new project working across rural NI. The project was part 
of the Shared History Fund, which The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund is delivering on behalf of the Northern 
Ireland Office, to help groups mark the centenary of 
Northern Ireland in a thoughtful, inclusive and engaging 
way. 
 
Fifty attendees at the programme's finale celebration 
heard how 300+ people from across Northern Ireland 
benefitted from the many activities of the project, 
including the delivery of a community relations capacity 
building programme, two courses on the Partition of 
Ireland, two courses on the state of Northern Ireland, four 
small grant projects involving multiple schools in NI and 
across the border, six online history lectures, a course on 
living with the legacies of imperialism,  a lecture on 
culture and heritage, the development of a new 
interactive website of 32 rural stories, an animation piece 
showcasing rural life in NI over the 
last 100 years, and a play about the 
history of Sion Mills Cricket Club.  
96.8% of project participants reported 
a better understanding of their own culture and heritage 
following their engagement with the project. With 
98.4% of project participants reporting a more positive 
attitude towards other people's culture and heritage 
following their engagement with the project.  
RCN would like to thank the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund, the NIO and the Community Relations Council for 
their support in making the programme possible.  
 
To view the "Rural Voices" website and animation, please 
click on the link below  
https://ruralvoices.creativecentenaries.org/ 
To view the Sion Mills Cricket Club play, please click on the 
link below 
https://ruralhousing.co.uk/rhas-
shared-history-film-100-years-of-
cricket-in-sion-mills/ 

Goodbye – Hello 

Investing in Community Leadership 

100 Years of Change 
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Our Good Relations 
Officer Charmain 
recently featured in 
an episode of the 
podcast “What 
Northern Ireland 
Means to Me” 
talking about our 
work in Rural 
Communities across 
Northern Ireland. 
You can listen to the podcast by clicking the link below. 
 
https://sharedfuture.news/wnimtm-charmain-jones 
 
 
 
 
Grants are available for local voluntary and community 
groups for projects which have a real impact on reducing 
crime, disorder and the fear of crime in Northern Ireland. 
Funding available will be administered in both Small 
Grants and Large Grants calls. This application call will 
administer £100,000 total in funding for Small Grants.  
Organisations may apply for Small Grants of between 
£1,000 and £10,000.  
For more information on applying and eligibility please 
visit: 
https://www.nipolicingboard.org.uk/police-property-fund 
 
 
 
 
Building resilience around Gambling & Gaming for 
practitioners who work with young people 
This FREE online workshop will 
equip you with the knowledge and 
tools to inform, educate and 
safeguard the young people you 
work with in relation to gaming 
and gambling and the associated 
risks. To book email 
helen@youthworkalliance.com 
 
 

The series of courses include: 
 Managing and Motivating 

Volunteers 
 Adult Safe Guarding 
 The New Environment 

series 
To view the training calendar 
and book your places go to  
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/training/on-demand-
courses/ 
 
For more information contact  
Deborah.Kyburz@volunteernow.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
The Community Foundation NI has opened up applications 
for the Gill's Charity Fund, RTÉ Toy Show Appeal 
Community Grants and Impact Grants Funds and the 
Thomas Devlin Fund.  
 
For application information and eligibility please follow 
the link below: 
https://communityfoundationni.org/achieving-
impact/available-grants/ 
 
 
 
 
The Farm Families Health Checks Programme is aimed at 
improving the health and social wellbeing of farmers, farm 
families and rural dwellers in Northern Ireland by 
increasing access to health screening services. 
 
The programme consists of a mobile screening unit, which 
visits farmers’ markets and rural community events to 
offer on the spot health checks. In addition individual 
lifestyle advice is given on a range of health issues and 
onward referral to local support services as required. 
 
For general enquiries or further information about the 
programme, please contact: 
Telephone: 028 2563 5573 
Email: Farm.Families6@northerntrust.hscni.net 
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